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Welcome to your final year option:

This unit aims to examine how the psycho-social sciences are applied to current real world
issues. There will be an emphasis on how to think critically about the theoretical and practical
implications of the psychological perspectives relevant to each issue. You will be encouraged to
integrate your knowledge by making connections between the individual issues discussed in this
unit, and the knowledge you have acquired during your previous years as a student of the
applied social sciences. Throughout the unit you will be prompted to use the new material to
evaluate key debates that remain core to theoretical frameworks of the social sciences.

Please take the time to read this unit handbook carefully.
Dr. Michelle B. Cowley, Lecturer
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Unit structure

« This unit is structured around large-scale themes that represent contemporary real world
issues reported in the media. Each theme contains three lectures and one seminar (except the
last theme because week 12 is kept free for exam study). The three lectures represent three
distinct angles on a theme, and the one seminar represents an exercise in practical
application of the theoretical perspective relevant to the preceding three lectures.

Aims and objectives

« The aim of this unit is to specifically examine contemporary psycho-social issues in the
context of current psychological théory and research practice. Each issue will be approached
from a perspective of critical evaluation in terms of both theory and its application. There
will be a focus on the limitations as well as the utility of psychology as it relates to each
issue.
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Unit Aims & Learning Objectives

LR A —— | I 18
Learning outcomes

* By the time 3(ou complete this unit you should be able to demonstrate an in depth knowledge of key
sychological theories, and their applications to the contemporary issues covered. You will cover each issue
rom multiple perspectives from the dominant theoretical paradigms in the literature, to the nuances of the

methodologies in use. This m-deﬂth knowledge will enable you to critically evaluate how successful .
psychological, social, and legal theory is at explaining thesé issues. In turn, the seminars in which you will
practice applying theoretical perspectives to problems at hand, will enable you to critically evaluate how
useful these theories are in practice. By the end of the unit you should aim to have an astute understanding of
how the key debates in psychology relate to each issue, and ‘may predict the course of future psychological’ and
social perspectives.
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Key skills

* By the end of this unit you should have a more focussed st?gle of critical evaluation. That is, you should be able
to discern recurring thematic problems and patterns of debate as the psychological perstpectlve is aFcFlled to
real world settings. In turn, the ability to anticipate methodological difficulties and confounds should enable

you to improve your own thinking about research des1%n and application in your future. Taken together, these
skills should enable you to focus your thinking and writing style in your own research.




Course Texts

The course critical thinking text is:

Other useful general texts:



Extended Guide to Recommended Readings

This unit focuses on the applications of psychology to contemporary issues of concern in society. As such there is no
essential text for such a course because no one can predict what will be happening in the future. That said, | would
encourage you to purchase a general text (Gross, 2001) to enhance your critical thinking in relation to key
psychological debates, relevant to any issue when applying psychology to the real world. The readings for this course
are separated into ‘essential’, ‘further’ and ‘journal article’ reading categories. The essential reading represents the
minimum amount of reading that is expected for the given lecture content. The further readings represent not only
an extension of the essential reading included in the lectures, but interesting additional points and perspectives. The
journal articles will be contemporary or classic articles, and will be given out each week in the lecture handouts as
the unit progresses.

As this unit focuses on contemporary issues it is likely that the journal articles may be added, for example, special
media research reports and journal articles in press on the relevant topics. You should be aiming for a high standard
essay or exam question on a given issue, and | would recommend you thoroughly examine all the readings relevant to
that issue.
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Torture & International Law

Content

Structure

Lecture Torture & Psychological Consequenc
International Law  of Torture

Therapeutic Interventions
Torture & International Law

Workshop imes Tribunal

tronic copy available at: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2979979



¥ Key debate: Dispositional versus situational explanations of harming another. -
Gross, R. (2003). Themes, Issues and Debates in Psychology. Chapter 4.

T . A 7
Essential reading:
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Basaglu, M. (1992). Torture and its consequences: Current treatment
approaches. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Chapters 2, 3, and 11.

Jones, M. A. (2005). Textbook on Torts. Oxford: Oxford University Press. ¢

Linley, P. (2000). Psychological Trauma and its Positive Adaptations. BPS: Special
Bulletin [SOCI 3062 box file].

Roberts, A. R. (2000). The Crisis Intervention Handbook. Oxford: Oxford University
Press. Chapters 1 and 2 [SOCI3062 box file].

Basaglu, M., Torture and its consequences: Current treatment approaches. Chapter
23 (re: Universal Declaration of Human Rights).

Leone, R. C., and Arrig, G. Jr. (2003). The War on Our Freedoms. Chapters 4 and 13.
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¥ Key debate: Dispositional versus situational explanations of harming another.
Gross, R. (2003). Themes, Issues and Debates in Psychology. Chapter 4.

» Adler, J. (2004). Forensic Psychology: Concepts, debates and practice. Cullompton, Devon: Willan. Chapter 1. v
* Annisimov, M. (1998). Primo Levi: Tragedy of an Optimist. Chapter 11. [SOCI 3062 box file].

» Basaglu, M. (1992). Torture and its consequences: current treatment and approaches. Chapters 7 and 8.

» Frankl, V. E. (1984). Man’s Search for Meaning. Part Il (pp. 119-157) [SOCI 3062 box file]

» Gerrity, E., Keane, T. M., and Tuma, F. (2001). The Mental Health Consequences of Torture. New York:
Kluwer/Plenum Publishers (Pick out the chapters that you find most relevant to your interests if you are
doing an essay on this topic).

» Gross, R. (2003). Themes, Issues and Debates in Psychology. Chapter 4, and Chapter 10 (pp.185-188).
» Gross, R. (1999). Key Studies in Psychology. UK: Hodder & Stoughton. Chapters 6, 7 and 14.

»
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Electrenic co ailable at: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2979979
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Terrorism & Counterterrorism

.
Wk. Structure Theme Content

Lecture Terrorism & Terrorist Tactics &
Counterterrorism Strategies

Lecture Terrorism & Peace:
Northern Ireland

Lecture Counterterrorism:
Vengeance Theory

Workshop Us & Them Exercise

// Electronic copy available at: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2979979 X




\

VA /A & St

¥ Key debate: Individual vs. Societal/Cultural explanations of behavior. Gross, R.
(2003). Themes, Issues and Debates in Psychology. Chapters 3 and 8.

T————— - S

« Rathbone, A., and Rowley, C. K. (2002). Terrorism. Pubic Choice, 111, pp. 9-
17.[SOCI 3062 box file]

« Shughart, W. F. (2002). September 11, 2001. Public Choice, 111, pp. 1-8. [SOCI
3062 box file]

« Silke, A. (2003). Terrorists, Victims and Society: Psychological Perspectives on
Terrorism and its Consequences. Chichester: Wiley. Chapter 1 (pp. 3-27).

 Silke, A.(Ed.). (2018). Routledge Handbook of Terrorism & Counterterrorism.
London, UK: Taylor & Francis Ltd.
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¥ Key debate: Individual vs. Societal/Cultural explanations of
behavior. Gross, R. (2003). Themes, Issues and Debates in Psychology.
Chapters 3 and 8.

Silke, A. (2003). Terrorists, Victims and Society: Psychological Perspectives on
Terrorism and its Consequences. Chapters 8 and 12.

Donohue, L. K. (2003). Civil Liberties, Terrorism, and Liberal Democracy:
Lessons from the United Kingdom. In Howitt, A. M., and Pagi, R. L. (2003).
Countering Terrorism: Dimensions of preparedness (pp.411-429). [SOCI
3062 box file]

Leone, R. C., and Arrig, G. Jr. (2003). The War on Our Freedoms. Introduction
Chapter.

« Silke, A. (2003). Terrorists, Victims and Society: Psychological Perspectives on

Terrorism and its Consequences. Chapters 11 and 13.

Lo



Children & the Law

Structure Theme Content

Lecture Children & the

Researching Children’s

Law Experience of Abuse
Lecture Children & the Law
8 Lecture Therapeutic Interventions

for Sex Offenders

Workshop Cognitive Interview Exercise

Electronic copy available at: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2979979
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¥ Key debate: Can people change over time? Free will versus determinism
Gross, R. (2003). Themes, Issues and Debates in Psychology. Chapter 12.

it R TRV ), A /AR W R _uc B e
« Appelbaum, P. S., Uyehera, L. A., and Elin, M. R. (1997). Trauma and Memory:

Clinical and Legal Perspecflves. Chapter 11.

» Bottoms, B. L., Bull Kovera, M., and McAuliff, B. D. (2002). Children, Social Science
and the Law. Chapter 3, and 11.

« Bottoms, B. L., Bull Kovera, M., and McAuliff, B. D. (2002). Children, Social Science
and the Law. Chapters 4, 16 and 17.

» Harris, A.J.L. and Hahn, Ulrike and Madsen, Jens K. and Hsu, A.S. (2016) The appeal

to expert opinion: quantitative support for a Bayesian network approach. Cognitive
Science 40 (6), pp. 1496-1533 " y PP g

* Need, A., and Towl, G. (2004). Appl ing Ps?/cholo v to Forensic Practice. Chapter 5
(re: Ijealmg with difficult offendersy. Cl 3062 box file]

« Palmer, E. J. (2003). Offending behaviour: Moral reasoning, criminal conduct and
the rehabilitation of offenders. Chapters 1 and 5.
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¥ Key debate: Can people change over time? Free will versus determinism
Gross, R. (2003). Themes, Issues and Debates in Psychology. Chapter 12.

» Bottoms, B. L., Bull Kovera, M., and McAuliff, B. D. (2002). Children, Social Science and the Law. Chapters 1 and 5.
* Gross, R. (2003). Themes, Issues and Debates in Psychology. Chapters 3, 5, 9 (pp. 165-176) and 12.

* Rutter, M. (1989). Pathways from Childhood to Adult Life. Journal of child psychology and psychiatry, 30, No. 1, pp.
23-54. [SOCI 3062 box file]

* Pervin, L. A., and John, O. P. (2001). Personality: Theory and Research. Chapter 1 (pp. 16-22).

» Clarke, A. M., and Clarke, A. D. B. (2000). Early Experience and the Life Path. Chapter 2 (re: research methodologies
in children’s research), Chapters 3, 4, and 5 (re: affects of abuse and neglect over the course of the life
span).

* Miller, A. (1997). The Drama of being a Child. USA: Basic books.

Van Dorsten, B. (2002). Forensic Psychology: From classroom to courtroom. Chapters 3 and 4.




Reasoning About Evidence

Wk. Structure Theme Content

5 Lecture Reasoning About Evidence & Procedure
Evidence

Lecture Deduction & Psychology of

Human Reasoning
Lecture Case Study: OJ Simpson Trial

Workshop Mock Jury Exercise

Electronic copy available at: https://ssrn.com/abstract=29



¥ Key debates: Are people rational or irrational? Are emotions rational?
Gross, R. (2003). Themes, Issues and Debates in Psychology. Chapter 13.

T N et Ul .
« Corner, A. and Hahn, U. (2013). Normative theories of argumentation: are some norms better than
others? Synthese 190 (16), pp. 3579-3610.

« Evans, J. St. B. T. (1989). Bias in Human Reasoning: Causes and consequences. Chapters 3.

« Eysenck, M. W., and Keane, M. T. (2015). Cognitive Psychology: A student’s handbook. UK:
Psychology Press.

« Hahn, U., & Oaksford, M. (2012). Rational Argument. In: Holyoak, K.J. and Morrison, R.G. (eds.)
The Oxford handbook of thinking and reasoning. Oxford Library of Psychology. Oxford, UK:
Oxford University Press, pp. 277-299

* Murphy, P. (2005). Murphy on Evidence. Oxford: OUP. Chapters 1 and 12.
» Roberts, P., & Zuckerman, A. (2004). Criminal Evidence. Oxford: OUP. Chapter 1.
* Murphy, P. (2005). Murphy on Evidence. Oxford: OUP. Chapters 3 & 4.

« Wagenaar, W. A., van Koppen, P. J., and Crombag, H. F. (1993). Anchored narratives: The psychology
of criminal evidence.
Van Dorsten, B. (2002). Forensic Psychology: From classroom to courtroom. Chapter 2.
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¥ Key debates: Are people rational or irrational? Are emotions rational?
Gross, R. (2003). Themes, Issues and Debates in Psychology. Chapter 13.

Devine, D. J. , and Caughlin, D. E.(2014). Do They Matter? A Meta-Analytic Investigation of
Individual Characteristics and Guilt Judgments. Psychology, Public Policy & Law 20(2): 109-134

Girotto, V., and Johnson-Laird, P. N. (2005). The Shape of Reason: Essays in Honor of Paolo
Legrenzi. Chapter 5.

Murphy, P. (2005). Murphy on Evidence. Oxford: OUP. Chapter 11

Thagard, P. (2006). Hot Thought. See
website: http://cogsci.uwaterloo.ca/Articles/Pages/Emotion-index.html See the article on
"How to make decisions” as the most accessible introduction.

Hahn, U. and Merdes, C. & von Sydow, M. (2018). How good is your evidence and how would
you know? Topics in Cognitive Science 10 (4), pp. 660-678. ISSN 1756-8765.

II\DAercier, H. , & Sperber, D. (2019). The Enigma of Reason. Harvard USA: Harvard University
ress.



https://www.outlook.soton.ac.uk/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://cogsci.uwaterloo.ca/Articles/Pages/Emotion-index.html

False Memory Syndrome

.

k. Structure Theme Content

False Memory & Trauma

Expert Testimony &
Suggestibility of Children

eminar Post-Truth Society - Putting
it all together...
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¥ Key debate: Does false memory pose a methodological paradox for the
Psycho-Social Sciences: Is psychology ‘really’ a science?
Gross, R. (2003). Themes, Issues and Debates in Psychology. Chapter 11.
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« Appelbaum, P. S., Uyehera, L. A., and Elin, M. R. (1997). Trauma and memory: Clinical and '
legal controversies. New York: Oxford University Press. Chapter 19 (re: false memories
and challenges for the law).

» Bottoms, B. L., Bull Kovera, M., and Mc Auliff, B. D. (2002). Children, Social Science and the
Law. UK: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 15.

» Appelbaum, P. S., Uyehera, L. A., and Elin, M. R. (1997). Trauma and memory: Clinical and -
legal controversies. Introduction Chapter, and Chapter 22.

« Conway, M. A. (1997). Recovered memories and false memories. Chapters 2, 3, and 10.

» Gross, R. (2003). Themes, Issues and Debates in Psychology. Chapter 11.

« Traverso, G. B., and Bagnoli, L. (2001). Psychology and Law in a Changing World: New trends
in theory, practice and research. Chapter 12 (re: Review of new trends in the Cognitive
Interview). [SOCI 3062 box file]

» Van Dorsten, B. (2002). Forensic Psychology: From classroom to courtroom. Chapter 2.




¥ Key debate: Does false memory pose a methodological paradox for the
Psycho-Social Sciences: Is psychology ‘really’ a science?
Gross, R. (2003). Themes, Issues and Debates in Psychology. Chapter 11.
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Appelbaum, P. S., Uyehera, L. A., and Elin, M. R. (1997). Trauma and memory:
Clinical and legal controversies. Chapter 2.

Conway, M. A. (1997). Recovered memories and false memories. New York:
Oxford University Press. Chapter 9.

Loftus, E. F., & Ketchum, K. (1996). The Myth of Repressed Memory. New York:

Zhu, B. et al. (2019). Multiple Iteractive Memory Representations Underlie the
Induction of False Memory. Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences (PNAS), in press (Feb 2019).

*
-
St. Martin’s Press. —_—
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Assessment

P et ? J  SJk I 18
The assessment of this unit will consist of 1 essay and 1 written
examination:

» The essay should be 2500 words and will account for 40% of the
overall mark in the unit (essay titles pending).

* The written examination is 2 hours long and will account for 60%
of the overall mark in the unit.

» See next slides for some of my own work on these topics...

-
-
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