
Project Overview
Context & Challenge
• Chinese newly added to Irish Leaving Certificate (2022)
• Very limited instructional time (1-2 hours/week) in 3 schools (9 groups,140 students)
• Urgent need for accessible, engaging teaching resources for localized Chinese programs
Our Response
• Implemented Grammar Translation & Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) at the beginner level 
• Co-developed practical TBLT resources with:

UCC MA-TCSOL student interns 
UCC Confucius Institute teachers 
Participating local school teachers 

Key Objectives
• Enhance Irish students’ Chinese oral proficiency
• Develop Irish students’ plurilingual awareness
• Bridge the gap between theory and practice in teacher training (MA TCSOL interns)
• Promote inclusive, multilingual education in Ireland

Process
1. Preparation & Foundation
• Core Teaching Resource: Grounded in the upcoming TBLT book “Spoken Chinese for Second Language 

Chinese Learners: A Task-based Approach” (《任务型汉语二语口语教程》, Chen & Guo, 
forthcoming).

• Partnerships: Establishing collaborations with 3 local Irish schools to contextualize the approach.
• Ethical application  (Application 2025-296): Approval is pending.
2. Development & Training
• Teacher Training & workshop: Delivering specialized workshops for 10+ MA student interns and 15+ 

in-service teachers on TBLT methodology.
• Resource Creation: +15 localized lesson plans with over 50 reusable TBLT task kits, developed using 

TBLT framework and Gen-AI tools.
3. Implementation & Evaluation
• Classroom Piloting: Implementing and observing the TBLT tasks in partner school classrooms.
• Feedback Collection: Gathering structured feedback from all participants on student engagement, 

oral fluency, plurilingual awareness, and material usability.

Takeaway for Attendees

• A Ready-to-Use TBLT Model
Discover how to effectively implement Task-Based Language Teaching—even with only 1-2 hours of 
weekly instruction—using our proposed lesson flow and resources.

• A Blueprint for Student Partnerships
Learn to sustainably engage postgraduate students in co-designing and evaluating curricula, enhancing 
both their training and your teaching resources.

• Fostering Plurilingual Awareness
Through TBLT tasks that integrate multiple languages and cultures.

• A Model for School-University Collaboration
Acquire insights for building mutually beneficial partnerships that successfully bridge the gap between 
research and classroom practice.

• A Practical Pathway to Gen-AI Integration
Use Gen-AI to co-create teaching resources and boost essential AI literacy.
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Phase Core Activity & Pedagogical Focus Key Competencies 
Cultivated

ENGAGE
(Input & Scaffolding)

 Phonological Guessing
Guessing global locations from romantised 
pronunciation (Pinyin).

 Structured Input
Reading with L1 support.
Focus: Activating prior knowledge & providing 
essential language forms.

Phonological 
Reasoning
Plurilingual Awareness

PRACTICE
(Controlled Use)

 Meaning Matching
Match vocabulary (e.g., Irish places) to meanings.

 Interactive Q&A
Complete an info table through conversations (T-
S； T-T).

 Scaffolded Writing
Translate sentences with support.
Focus: Reinforcing comprehension & negotiating 
meaning in a supported context.

Linguistic Accuracy
Collaborative Learning
Translation skill

CREATE
(Output & Goal)

 Personalized Introduction
Deliver a creative self-introduction
Focus: Achieving real-world communicative 
success.

Communicative 
Confidence
Oral Fluency

A Sample Lesson Flow: 《我是James, 我是爱尔兰人。》(I am James, and I am Irish.) 
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